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Connecting Threads / Survivor Objects presents 
the vibrant cultural heritage of Armenians. These 
precious objects trace the Armenian communities 
deported or exterminated during massacres by 
the Ottoman Sultan Abdul Hamid in the 1890s, 
as well as the Armenian Genocide of 1915–1922 
and its aftermath. The consequences of genocide 
are ongoing: just last year, a war in Nagorno-
Karabakh (Armenian Artsakh) in the South 
Caucasus ended with the transfer of historically 
Armenian territories to Azerbaijan, endangering 
countless Armenian monuments. Survivor objects— 
such as the textiles displayed here—bear witness 
to those communities and their material and 
spiritual environments.

Armenian church textiles are also historical 
records, with inscriptions often recording their 
dates, their sponsors, the churches for which  
they were made, and sometimes the artists’ 
names. Their iconography reflects diverse sewing 
and painting traditions while offering a sense 
of the connected nature of the early modern 
Armenian world. 

Textiles reveal facets of the Armenian 
experience in the 18th and early 19th centuries. 
Ecclesiastical costumes and hangings linked 
Armenian communities across the globe,  
from the Ottoman and Persian empires to 

Armenian trading settlements throughout East 
and South Asia. Made with silk, linen, cotton, 
and velvet, shimmering with metallic thread, 
and adorned with imagery, they display virtuoso 
craftsmanship. They are also “moving icons”: 
whether as vestments worn by ecclesiastics 
or curtains functioning as fluid dividers within 
the church space, Armenian textiles form, quite 
literally, the sacred fabric of the church.

Connecting Threads / Survivor Objects is  
organized by Christina Maranci, Arthur H. Dadian 
and Ara T. Oztemel Professor of Armenian Art 
and Architecture, and Chiara Pidatella, Research 
Curator. The exhibition was developed with 
undergraduate and graduate students from 
the seminar The Threads of Survival: Armenian 
Liturgical Textiles in Local Collections at Tufts 
University in spring 2021: Jeffrey Bui, Elettra 
Conoly, Claudia Haines, Andrea Horn, Sara 
McAleer, Atineh Movsesian, Grace Rotermund, 
Shirley Wang, Cas Weld, and Sofia Zamboli.

Special thanks to Christopher Barbour,  
Pam Parmal, Erin Piñon, and Carolyn Talmadge, 
the Armenian Museum of America and the 
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. 

On view August 30 — December 5
A presentation of the vibrant cultural heritage of Armenia 
Learn more at artgalleries.tufts.edu
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Related Programs

Exhibitions Reception
September 23, 6pm

Workshop: Embroidery + collective handwork
November 18, 6pm

Closing Tour with Helen C. Evans, PhD
December 5, 2pm


