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had appointed them.   

 

The chairman and 

judges dismissed this 

claim saying 

Pashinyan’s aim is to 

gain control of the 

Constitutional Court.  

 

In Feb 2020 the 

government asked the 

chairman and 6 judges to 

resign which they refused. 

However due to COVID-19 

the government had to delay 

this matter. 

 

In May Pashinyan decided 

for a different approach 

which was to bar all high 

court judges from serving 

more than 12 years which 

would mean 7 of the 9 judges 

would have to resign. This 

amendment actually was 

made by the previous 

government in April 2018 

however they had added 

a  ‘Grandfather Clause ‘ to 

ensure that those judges who 

were installed before April 

2018  were not affected and 

where allowed to keep their 

positions until their 

retirement.  

 

Pashinyan had to eliminate 

this ‘Grandfather Clause ‘so 

on June 22nd the Armenian 

Parliament approved these 

constitutional changes, 

despite strong opposition. 

This meant three judges who 

were in the Court since the 

The power of the 

Constitutional court in 

Armenia is to ensure the 

application of the 

Constitution. But according 

to My Step Pashinyan’s 

party  “ the Constitution of 

2015 was distorted due to 

the malfunctioning of the 

judicial Branch leading to a 

lack of public trust and 

legitimacy which has to be 

restored in sync with the 

creed of the Velvet 

Revolution. “    82% of 

Armenians consider the 

judicial reform as top 

priority. They have 

absolutely no faith in the 

Constitutional Court or its 

judges. 

 

Since he became Prime 

Minister Pashinyan’s 

Government has been 

trying to make judicial 

changes in the 

Constitutional Court. But 

they have been facing 

opposition from the Court’s 

chairman and the majority 

of the judges due to their 

strong ties with the 

previous governments who 

Clarifying Armenia’s  

Constitutional Court Changes 
1990’s had to resign and the 

chairman had to relinquish 

his position but could 

remain as a judge because 

he was appointed in March 

2018. 

 

Before passing the bill the 

government asked the 

European Commission for 

Democracy also known as 

the Venice Commission for 

their advisory opinion in 

this matter.  The Venice 

Commission largely 

approved the proposed plan 

except they asked for  

 

“A transitional period which 

would allow for a gradual 

change in order to avoid 

abrupt or immediate change 

thus endangering the 

independence of the 

institution”. They also asked 

not to replace the court 

chairman by another 

chairman. 

 

The National Assembly 

quickly passed the 

amendments without the 

transitional period. The vote 

was 89 to 53. The Venice 

Commission regretted this 

decision and said that under 

the Armenian law the Court 

has to review and validate 

any constitutional change 

before they are passed in 

the final stage. 

Continued on next page 
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Armenia’s Constitutional Court  

Continued from previous page 

(BHK) condemned the amendments 

of June 22 as unconstitutional and 

also said bypassing the Court was 

illegal. BHK Tsarukian’s party said 

they will challenge the amendment 

before it came into effect. But the 

other opposition party, Bright 

Armenia, will not join Tsarukian 

which will deprive them of the 1 

missing signature they 

need .Tsarukian has so far 26 of the 

27 signatures needed.   According to 

Tsarukian the Court will decide in 

the next two weeks.  

The pro government majority decided 

not to follow such a judgement. The 

Minister of Justice said “I believe we 

are dealing with a conflict of interest 

here and we have to solve this 

contradiction“.  A MP of Pashinyan’s 

My Step party said “The bill aims to 

strengthen the constitutional justice 

department in Armenia which would 

allow it to carry out democratic 

reforms. “ 

 

The President of Armenia signed the 

June 22 package. But on June 30 more 

legal amendments were approved by 

the Parliament; one was to make the 

judges eligible for government pensions 

and the other was to create a new legal 

procedure for the appointments of new 

judges to the Constitutional Court. The 

nomination is to be agreed by the 

Government, the President of Armenia 

and a grouping of the country’s judges. 

This June 30 amendments were not 

signed by the President.  In case the 

President fails to sign within 21 days 

under Armenian constitution the 

Speaker of the National Assembly shall 

sign and promulgate the law. 

 

Two of the opposition parties, including 

Tsarukian’s Prosperous Armenia 

Armenian Interests 

HAPPY 4TH of JULY 

COUNT YOUR FREEDOMS 
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Armenian Interests 

THANK YOU 
 

To all our supporters of 
 

Armenian Radio Hour of NJ 
 

Armenian Interests E-Newsletter 
 

Parev-TV 

Can you name the Armenian author who  

wrote the novel described below? 

(Send your response to: Vartanabdo@optonline.net) 
Nannet, Manon, Nino and Nana 

charmed one Armenian boy this way 

and lead the other in another 

direction. Some married. Others kept 

mistresses. Armenian gils with 

unseeded wombs waited and wilted. 

Fewer and fewer letters were sent to 

their parents back home. Their 

mothers back home continued crying.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A novel concerning half a dozen young 

Armenian boys, mainly from 

Constantinople, stranded in Paris 

where they slowly and insidiously 

retreat from their Armenianism and 

become assimilated. These young boys 

removed from their birthplaces, torn 

from family ties, deprived of any hope 

of the future, and stewn on the 

sidewalks of Paris, stuck together until 

their mustaches began to sprout. 

Passing years separated them. 

Predatory Parisian females - called 
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Armenian Radio Hour of NJ 

Sundays 2:00 - 4:00 P.M. 

WSOU 89.5 F.M.Sundays 2:00-4:00PM 

very difficult and many Armenian 

families were affected financially. 

Patrick mentioned about his father’s 

last unpublished manuscript, a labor 

of love,  which was finished before 

his passing. The title is "The 

Accident Makers” which he hopes 

one day will be published. 

He also told a moving story about 

Hortensias. His father  watched the 

garden waiting for the Hortensias to 

bloom. Patrick, thinking he was 

doing a good thing, cut the dried 

stalks from previous years. 

Apparently you should  not cut these 

because they bloom earlier. His 

father said  ‘ This is terrible . They 

won't bloom now.  I was waiting for 

the flowers to bloom,"  and he passed 

away the next day. For Patrick 

Hortensias will always be the symbol 

of his father’s passing away.  

Armenian Interests 

Agop Hacikyan was a Canadian 

university Emeritus Professor of 

literary studies, 

 historian, academic and writer.  He is 

the author of 30 books  in literature 

and linguistics and eight novels 

including  A Summer Without Dawn , 

an international bestseller. 

He is known as the co- author of one of 

the most comprehensive anthologies of 

Armenian literature, The Heritage of 

Armenian Literature From The 

Eighteenth Century 

To Modern Times.  Agop Hacikyan’s 

son, Patrick, said that this was the best 

 contribution to Armenian Literature. 

It is now in University circuits. 

Born in Istanbul in 1931  to Armenian 

parents, he left Turkey in 1957 and 

received his PhD in Montreal where he 

resided until his passing on July 3 , 

2015.  

Patrick Hacikyan, remembers his dad 

as being  “ tall, intellectual, figure “  a “ 

precise model to follow “, “ Literary 

inclinations “ “Passionate “  

“ A big influence in everyday life  - 

daily evoking  works of the  past “ 

Living in Turkey  in the 1950’s was a 

turbulent time for minorities including 

Hacikyan’s family.. Turkey had 

imposed a wealth tax which made life 

Remembering Agop J. Hacikyan On The 5th 

Anniversary Of His Passing - Interview With His 

Son, Patrick Hacikyan In Montreal 

Please send any information related to  

Armenian Interests 

e-newsletter to:  
 

TalinKupelian@gmail.com 

mailto:talinkupelian@gmail.com
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In the last 5-6 years Israeli airlines 

have started to fly to Yerevan and 

this has led to many Armenians 

visiting  frequently their ancestral 

home. This has led to cultural 

exchanges and subsequently 

development of strong patriotism 

within the Armenian youth of 

Jerusalem. 

 

Armenians are still immigrating 

mainly to North America  which 

means the small communities’ 

numbers in Israel are declining even 

more and the future is not so bright. 

 Arpi Shotigian  encourages 

Armenians from all over to come and 

visit and even stay to  

protect  the Armenian heritage. 

 

Arpi ended the interview with  a two-

line rendition of Delle Yaman. 

Armenian Interests 

Born , raised and educated  in Tel 

Aviv/ Jaffa ,Israel , Arpi Shotigian is a 

lawyer and also a singer. She speaks 

fluent English, Hebrew, Armenian and 

Arabic.  In her interview this week 

with Parev-TV she highlighted the 

situation of Armenians living in Israel. 

 

Present number of Armenians is very 

small town in comparison to before the 

1948 war when there were large 

communities in Jaffa and Haifa. There 

are now about 250 families in each 

city. However, In East Jerusalem in 

the Armenian compound the number 

is higher. After the fall of the Soviet 

Union  about 10,000 Armenians  of 

mixed marriages arrived to Israel and 

integrated with the local Armenians, 

visiting churches and being active in 

the Armenian society. 

 

Young Armenians living in Israel 

speak Armenian mixed with Hebrew 

and some Arabic, whereas the youth 

living in East Jerusalem and the West 

Bank speak Armenian blend with 

Arabic. There are no Armenian schools 

nowadays in Israel. But in East 

Jerusalem within the walls of the 

convent there is the Tarkmanchatz 

which is very good Armenian school. 

 

The young Armenians are not 

encouraged to join the Israeli Defence 

Army (IDF) 

yet very few young men have enlisted. 

 

PAREV-TV Interview With Arpi Shotigian, Esq. 

Some Highlights On Israeli Armenians 

 Due to the serious economic and 

political problems in Lebanon 

Antelias should be supported and 

helped but the See of Cilicia should 

not come to the U.S. “ It will be the 

death to the Church in America.” 

 According to him the united 

Churches should be under the 

jurisdiction of Etchmiazin. The 

future of Armenia  is not in the 

Middle East but in Armenia.  

Eternal optimist, Mr Haratunian is 

convinced that the Church Unity can 

happen  

with the bishops’ opening up to each 

other and forming a new leadership 

in this matter. 

Mr Haratunian spoke for one hour 

with a passion and earnest desire for 

bringing the two Armenian churches 

under one jurisdiction. 

In the 1960’s  he was part of a 

committee which was created with the 

encouragement of both  Prelacy and 

Diocese assemblies to bring about 

Church unity but unfortunately it 

failed due to political forces on both 

sides.  

In 1991 when Armenia gained 

independence he was optimistic that 

the Churches will unite especially 

when Karekin I  of the See of Cilicia 

was elected  to become the first 

Catholicos of Etchmiazin in the new 

Republic. After the Cold War ended it 

didn't make sense to have two separate 

churches in the Diaspora.  

While it is difficult to convince the 

older generation about Church unity,  

Mr Haratunian believes that the young 

generation both with goodwill and 

honest dialogues can bring about 

Church unity. He emphasized  not to 

look back but to 

look forward and he believes that the 

young church leaders, the young clergy 

and young generation can pick up the 

ball and start the dialogues.  

An Interview With Michael Haratunian - Armenian 

Community Leader and An Avid Supporter of Church Unity 



6 

 

Prior to handing over the program to 

the panelists for an intellectual and 

ethical journey, Dr. Theriault noted 

that, just like when confronting 

deniers of the Armenian, Assyrian 

and Greek genocides, the evening’s 

purpose was not to debate whether 

there has been and continues to be 

mass systemic oppression of Black 

and brown people in this country. He 

pointed out that “Those who refuse 

to see what is going on today and 

what has gone on for so long are 

making a choice. This is not a choice 

we want to debate.”  

In further comparison to his and Dr. 

McCalpin’s advocacy for Armenian 

Genocide recognition and 

reparations, Dr. Theriault shared 

that “history does not just heal itself 

and that harms of the past—unless 

rectified by symbolic and material 

action—not only continue to have 

destructive impact on victims but 

actually increase in destructive 

power over time.” He closed with a 

recognition that a history of violence 

does not excuse today’s Armenians 

from taking responsibility in the 

fight against racism in the United 

States. “In reality,” he said, “there is 

no neutral place on racial injustice in 

the United States; it is time to pick 

our side.” 

Prof. Rothberg elaborated on the 

theme of his book, The Implicated 

Subject: Beyond Victims and 

Perpetrators, arguing that the 

categories of victim, perpetrator, and 

bystander can only give an 

incomplete account of a person’s 

connection to injustices past and 

present. In subtle and structural 

ways, he suggested, the 

consequences of injustice filter 

throughout a society and time; even 

those that may feel no personal or 

group involvement as a perpetrator 

can still be implicated in a prevailing 

system of inequity. 

Continued on next page 

On Tuesday, June 23, St. Leon 

Armenian Church of Fair Lawn, NJ, 

hosted a virtual forum, Racial 

Injustice and Responsibility with a live 

audience from more than 460 

households The event, which has since 

been viewed by an additional 600 

households at https://

bit.ly/2MMUaAX, examined the legacy 

of racial violence and inequality, and 

the responsibility of non-perpetrators 

in sustaining regimes of racism. 

The event was jointly sponsored by 

AGBU Ararat, Armenian Bar 

Association, Armenian Network of 

America—Greater NY, Daughters of 

Vartan-Sahaganoush Otyag, Justice 

Armenia, Knights of Vartan-

Bakradouny Lodge, National 

Association for Armenian Studies and 

Research (NAASR)/Calouste 

Gulbenkian Foundation Lecture Series 

on Contemporary Armenian Topics, St. 

Leon ACYOA Seniors, and Zohrab 

Information Center. 

As poignantly recognized by Marc 

Mamigonian at the start of the forum, 

the support given by the sponsoring 

organizations reflects a recognition 

that collectively and as individuals 

Armenian Americans  do not exist 

separate from the larger issues of 

American life and that racial injustice 

and responsibility— the theme and 

title of the evening’s talk—may be as 

large as an issue that exists in 

America because it lies at the root of 

so many other problems.  

The discussion was moderated by 

Henry Theriault (President of the 

International Association of Genocide 

Scholars) and Marc Mamigonian 

(Director of Academic Affairs for the 

National Association for Armenian 

Studies and Research). Panelists 

included Dr. Jermaine McCalpin 

(Chair of African and African American 

Studies at New Jersey City 

University), Dr. Michael Rothberg 

(1939 Society Samuel Goetz Chair in 

Holocaust Studies at UCLA), and 

Kohar Avakian (Ph.D. student in 

American Studies at Yale). 

Diocesan Primate Bishop Daniel 

Findikyan opened the forum with a 

prayer for peace and asked God to 

“Listen to the cry that rises from 

every corner of this fragile earth, 

from our human family torn by 

violent conflict,” Bishop Daniel 

offered brief opening remarks 

endorsing the intent of the forum. 

“Racism is an issue that we should 

not be talking about only in these 

recent weeks of unrest,” he said, 

“but it’s something that should be 

at the core of every sermon of ours 

as clergy; it should be part of our 

regular discourse … particularly in 

the Armenian Church, because we 

have been the victims of racism … 

and because our creed, our faith, 

holds that racism in any form, 

differentiation among the creatures 

of God, is completely incompatible 

with the very core of what we 

believe.” 

Armenian Interests 

Racial Injustice and Responsibility 

https://naasr.org/collections/new-titles-available-at-naasr/products/implicated-subject-beyond-victims-and-perpetrators-cultural-memory-in-the-present
https://naasr.org/collections/new-titles-available-at-naasr/products/implicated-subject-beyond-victims-and-perpetrators-cultural-memory-in-the-present
https://naasr.org/collections/new-titles-available-at-naasr/products/implicated-subject-beyond-victims-and-perpetrators-cultural-memory-in-the-present
https://bit.ly/2MMUaAX
https://bit.ly/2MMUaAX
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Racial Injustice and Responsibility 

Continued from previous page 

Black enslavement in the United 

States and the genocide of Ottoman 

Armenians. He focused on levels of 

culpability and responsibility in 

maintaining and disestablishing (not 

reforming) our country’s racist 

architecture while noting that “white 

silence gives continued consent to 

police brutality and racial injustice.” 

He ended with a quote from author 

and activist Angela Davis: “In a 

racist society, it is not enough to be 

non-racist, you must be anti-racist.” 

On the heels of the panel discussion, 

St. Leon Armenian Church has 

organized an online seminar for high 

school students titled “Names, 

Monuments, and Racism: A Global 

Perspective”. Prof. Khatchig 

Mouradian will lead the 4-week 

course, which explores how 

rethinking the words we employ, and 

the monuments we erect in public 

spaces constitute important steps on 

the path to confronting racism and 

injustice. The course will examine 

case studies from the United States, 

Armenia, Turkey, Germany, 

Lebanon, Namibia and Japan. 

Classes will be held via Zoom on 

Tuesdays starting July 14 at 7:00 

p.m. Eastern Time. To register on 

Zoom, go to https://bit.ly/3g1nVKI. 

Armenian Interests 

“Acts of injustice,” he explained, 

“especially acts of racial injustice, but 

also gender violence, gun violence, 

effects of climate change, exploitation 

of workers, colonial violence—all these 

forms of violence— are only possible 

because a large group of implicated 

subjects stands behind a much smaller 

group of direct perpetrators or agents 

of violence; so what I mean by 

implicated subject are those of us who 

enable, perpetuate, inherit and benefit 

from both historical and contemporary 

injustice without directly perpetrating 

those injustices.” Echoing Dr. 

Theriaults sentiments, he related this 

both to the broader contemporary 

American scene and the experience of 

Armenians and Jews who “have 

inherited legacies of victimization, 

suffering, violence, and genocide” by 

recognizing that “we are today 

implicated subjects; we are responsible 

for the kind of violence and racism 

that are affecting other people.” 

Kohar Avakian–who is an Armenian, 

Black and Nipmuc scholar—offered 

insights from her ongoing doctoral 

study of racial formation in the 

Armenian diaspora, detailing legal 

constructs and court decisions that 

facilitated racial and socio-economic 

inclusion for some while perpetuating 

barriers for others in Worcester, MA. 

She brought to light the differentiated 

experience of Armenians, other Asians, 

Blacks and Worcester’s dispossessed 

indigenous Nipmuc population of which 

she is a descendant. To grasp the 

nuanced dynamics of systematic 

racism, the emerging scholar advised 

viewers to consult the works of 

academic titans including Angela 

Davis, Tony Morison, Alice Walker, 

Ruth Wilson Gilmore, Kimberle 

Krenshaw, and Saidiya Hartman. Her 

plea to viewers was to look at 

questions of Armenian identity in 

new ways and from novel 

perspectives, including the “broader 

contexts of settler colonialism, 

slavery, and Asian exclusion.” 

Prof. McCalpin’s talk drew on his 

voluminous research on the Armenian 

Genocide and the transatlantic trade in 

Africans. He examined the evolution of 

systems of oppression, from 

enslavement to mass incarceration, 

inflicted upon the Black community. 

“Black pain in not only for Black 

people,” he said. “It should be the pain 

of everyone who loves justice” just as 

“the cause for justice for the Armenian 

Genocide is not just the responsibility 

of the Armenian people.” His foray into 

issues of denial, recognition, justice, 

reparations, and reconciliation 

established explicit links between 

https://bit.ly/3g1nVKI
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Khatchig Mouradian is a lecturer in 

Middle Eastern, South Asian, and 

African Studies at Columbia 

University, where he also heads the 

Armenian studies program. His 

book, The Resistance Network: The 

Armenian Genocide and 

Humanitarianism in Ottoman Syria, 

1915-1918 is forthcoming in 2020. 

Armenian Interests 

Prof. Khatchig Mouradian will offer an 

online seminar in July for high 

schoolers on “Names, Monuments, and 

Racism.” 

In the wake of George Floyd’s murder, 

there has been increased scrutiny of 

names and statues that perpetuate 

racism and white supremacy. 

Over the past weeks, sports teams, 

records labels, major food brands, and 

institutions have been pressed to 

change names with racist 

connotations. At the same time, 

protesters have toppled or called for 

the removal of confederate statues and 

monuments dedicated to slave-owners 

across the U.S. Similar dynamics are 

playing out in Belgium, the UK, and 

other countries around the world.  

Organized by St. Leon Armenian 

Church, the 4-week multi-media 

seminar will explore how rethinking 

the words we employ, and the 

monuments we erect in public spaces 

constitute important steps on the path 

to confronting racism and injustice. 

The course will focus on case studies 

from the United States, alongside 

examples from Armenia, Turkey, 

Germany, Lebanon, Namibia, and 

Japan.  

Classes will be held via Zoom on 

Tuesdays, Starting July 14, at 7:00 

p.m. Eastern Time (US and Canada). 

Tuition for 4 sessions (75-minute 

classes) is a $50 donation to St. Leon 

Armenian Church.  

High schoolers, including 2020 

graduates, can register on Zoom: 

https://bit.ly/3g1nVKI 

For questions, call Ara N. Araz at 917-

837-1297 or email ara@edrcorp.net.  

Online Seminar on ‘Names, Monuments, And 

Racism’ for High Schoolers 

Prof. Khatchig Mouradian  

https://bit.ly/3g1nVKI
mailto:ara@edrcorp.net
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of 

NYC 

Mayor 

Fiorello LaGuardia and President 

Roosevelt were assigned to capture 

the aviation industry in public 

murals 

 

 

Continued on next page 

by Pellegrino D’Acierno 

Critical theorist Pellegrino D’Acierno 

and composer Michelle Ekizian discuss 

Arshile Gorky’s timely relevance to 

todays call to rise beyond crisis and 

prejudice. 

Music and Art  

Rising Above 

“When all the world is a virus tumble 

and the podcasts rumble all around, 

the work of the 20th century Armenian

-American artist Arshile Gorky rises 

above.  Amidst  1915’s  Armenian 

Genocide  virus  of  inhumanity  and 

today’s COVID virus of germs, his art 

and  life  story  bring  meaning  to 

seeking rainbows.” So says composer 

Michelle Ekizian of the protagonist of 

her  forthcoming  “Gorky’s  Dream 

Garden: an opera of love, courage and 

modern art” inspired by Arshile Gorky 

(b.  1904,  Van,  Turkey;  d,  1948, 

Sherman, CT). His art is represented 

in  this  summer’s  Virtual  Art  Basel 

Fair. It can be viewed during these 

sequestered  times  via  Hauser  and 

Wirth’s on-line display. Featured is a 

miniature  landscape  from  Gorky’s 

seminal “Garden in Sochi” series of the 

early 1940’s. There are, as well, two 

works  of  the  artist’s  “Nighttime, 

Enigma and Nostalgia” mural series 

dating from the early 1930’s, pastorals 

and drawings of the mid 1940’s. 

1915, 1939 and  

“The Mechanics of Flying” 

A child survivor of the Armenian 

Genocide, Gorky witnessed his 

mother’s death by starvation in his 

arms during the aftermath of the 

Genocide in Russian occupied 

Yerevan. His devastations continued 

upon his coming to America.  There, he 

would experience as a struggling artist 

during its pre- and post-World War II 

times tragedies including: a fire 

(destroying much of his art work), 

cancer, marital infidelity, a near fatal 

car accident (damaging his painting 

arm) and ultimately suicide. However, 

as Ekizian emphasizes in her spiraling 

psychodrama: “The artist’s courage 

prevails. A surrealist and a founding 

father of abstract-expressionism, he 

created groundbreaking art. He 

continuously turned to memorializing 

his martyred mother as in his series, 

‘The Portrait of the Artist and his 
Mother.’ He also turned to themes of 

the eternal garden  stemming from his 

Ararat homeland and flying. 

Fortuitously, his early commissions in 

America’s pre-World War II 1930’s era 

Armenian Interests 

Opera, Art and Rainbows: Gorky’s Dream Garden to 

Somewhere – Arshile Gorky Works at Virtual Art Basel 

Photos from “Gorky’s Dream Garden: Love Songs Showscape” at Newark 

Museum of Art, fall 2019. Top: Arshile Gorky, 1930’s (archival). Bottom: 

Brent Barrett (center photo) as the artist Arshile Gorky with soprano 

Karen Lubeck and actor Adela Marial Bolet portraying mid-century 

modern American life amidst dream scenes featuring Mother, World and 

Holy Breath performed by dancers Lynn Needle, M.A. Taylor, Janette 

Dishuk (left photo) and mezzo-soprano Hasmik Mekanedjian (right 

photo) as his martyred mother, Shushan. Photos 1 – 3: Hank Gans 
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Armenian Interests 
Gorky’s Dream Garden  

Continued from previous page 

First, they were for airfields in New 

York  from  which  his  ‘Nighttime, 

Enigma and Nostalgia’ pieces derive. 

These  then  led  to  murals  for  New 

Jersey’s  Newark  Airport. 

Subsequently, he was invited to create 

the murals for the Aviation Pavilion at 

the 1939 World’s Fair.” 

Last season a reading of a chamber 

version  of  “Gorky’s  Dream Garden” 

was presented at the Newark Museum 

of  Art  which  houses  the  two  sole 

surviving panels of Gorky’s  Newark 

Airport Murals. The pair includes “The 

Mechanics of Flying” that is the title of 

ACT ONE of Ekizian’s musical theater 

opera  hybrid.   Regarding  Gorky’s 

trademark  floating  “biomorphic” 

shapes Ekizian considers them: “Not 

just  as  representative  of  modernist 

techniques  or  deriving  from  the 

burgeoning  aviation  industry,  but 

influenced  by  his  exile  flight  of 

immigration  to  and  assimilation  in 

America.”  

Ekizian sees a connection between at 

least two of the sale works. She views 

them as embracing the flying motif 

amidst connotations of the Armenian 

heritage: “The airplane propeller is 

distinctively shown in both the 

featured ‘Sochi’ miniature and one of 

the ‘Nighttime’ studies through 

Gorky’s details of the pinwheel. It 

seems to me that the pinwheel à la 

Miró is not just a modernist gesture, 

but a carry over from Gorky’s early 

days in Boston shortly after his arrival 

in America as a late teen. There he 

was a parishioner of the Park Street 

Church where a member was an 

Armenian, Tegran Samour 

(Samourkashian), who had a toy store 

near by and who is credited with the 

manufacturing of the traditional 

whirligig toy known as the pinwheel. 

Through wonder and progressive 

thought, Gorky would go on to describe 

his vision in his aviation proposals as 

‘soaring through space yet with the 

immobility of suspension.’”  

For “Gorky’s Dream Garden” Ekizian 

takes her cue from Gorky: “The 

music’s overarching emotions—

   The Hauser and Wirth on-line 

exhibit illuminates how the late 

contemporary African-American 

artist Jack Whitten was touched by 

Arshile Gorky. Ekizian finds 

synchronicity: “From the start of my 

conceiving “Gorky’s Dream Garden,” 

I expanded upon Gorky’s infatuation 

with Chekhov’s short story ‘The 

Black Monk’ that is  supposedly the 

title and basis of his last painting 

which he created in 1948 on the eve 

of his suicide. Although Chekhov’s 

Russian portrayal did not literally 

encompass a character of color, I felt 

the urge to cast in developmental 

programs the opera’s cameo but 

definitive role of Gorky’s avatar for 

the outreaching soulful and world-

wise voice of my friend, the late 

legendary ‘Woodstock’ folksinger 

Richie Havens. Like Havens in his 

iconic ‘Freedom’ chanting for the 

1960’s peace and civil rights 

marches, Whitten was also inspired 

by the dream of Martin Luther King. 

With the dream of Gorky’s dream 

garden’s Black Monk in its defining 

role, the opera is a quest for peace 

and universal inclusiveness.” 

An Operatic Vision for Our Time 

Ekizian hopes that art investors will 

purchase the works of the Art Basel 

offerings to convey the meaningful 

stories behind them and to share the 

drama of Gorky’s BIG PICTURE. For 

upcoming main stage venues for 

premiere productions of ‘Gorky’s 

Dream Garden’ Ekizian envisions: 

“Seeking rainbows through dynamic 

collaborations in music, theater and 

dance. It is my dream for the 

presentations to include a companion 

educational visual art display that 

places Gorky—the art, the man, the 

music, the words, the moves, the 

emotions—in the spiritual and 

humanitarian perspective of our 

time.” 

Continued on next page 

overriding soul-searching lament—are 

of floating, gliding, soaring sensations. 

I am very fortunate to have a 

collaboration with dance director Lynn 

Needle and her Art of Motion Dance 

Theatre whose work as indicated 

through the name of her company is 

geared to Gorky’s art in motion. Their 

‘Shakti’ gowns by designer Annie 

Hickman are created toward 

ephemeral flying sensations. I, as well, 

was inspired to design a ‘Spinning 

Pinwheel’ gown for the show’s mezzo-

soprano portraying the ghost spirit of 

Shushan—Gorky’s mother—when by 

wild chance I came across swaths of 

diaphanous ashen hued chiffon 

patterned in pinwheels.” 

Uccello, de Chirico and Gorky 

Ekizian connects Gorky’s “Sochi” works 

with his “Nighttime” works through 

her operatic POV centering on the 

power of music and words: “The over-

the-top artist statement that Gorky 

wrote for his 1941 green ‘Garden in 

Sochi’ abstract landscape (now at 

MoMA in NYC) defines ‘Gorky’s Dream 

Garden.’ The pithy text is heard at the 

leading man’s opening monologue at 

the start of the opera. Spoken in 

rhapsodic voice, Gorky’s reminiscence 

of his magical-like family garden of his 

lost childhood Armenian home includes 

a nod to the shadows of Paolo Uccello’s 

‘The Fatal Temple.’  Regarding Gorky’s 

‘Nighttime’ murals and their studies of 

a decade earlier, they derive from 

Uccello by way of Giorgio de Chirico’s 

‘Nighttime, Enigma and Nostalgia’ that 

is structurally indebted to the 14th 

century Italian master’s ‘Fatal Temple.’ 

But moreover, to me it is Gorky’s 

enigmatic titling that gives the BIG 

PICTURE. Just with Gorky’s poetic 

choice of the words alone—garden plus 

nighttime, enigma, nostalgia—the 

artist’s psychological milieu and the 

pathos and ethos of the whole 

Armenian historic background are 

summed up.” 

Enter the Role of The Black Monk 

and the Art of Jack Whitten 
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Important Notice 
 

Armenian Interests posts flyers of  community 

activities free of charge. To have non-profit 

community activities announced on the Armenian 

Radio Hour of NJ, free of charge,   

kindly forward a few lines you want announced to 
 

 TalinKupelian@gmail.com 

“OH! ARMENIAN PEOPLE, YOUR SALVATION LIES  

ONLY IN YOUR COLLECTIVE POWERS.'  

Armenian Interests 
Gorky’s Dream Garden  

Continued from previous page 

PELLEGRINO  D’ACIERNO:  is 

Distinguished Professor  Emeritus  of 

Comparative  Literature  and  Italian 

Studies at Hofstra University and a 

Senior  Scholar  at  Columbia 

University.  His  most  recent 

publications  are  “Delirious  Naples” 

and “Thirteen Ways of Crossing the 

Piazza: Collected Poems.” 

 

MICHELLE  EKIZIAN:  composer, 

writer  (book & lyrics),  orchestrator, 

costume design and video of “Gorky’s 

Dream  Garden:  an  opera  of  love, 

courage  and  modern  art.”  In 

preparation for the work’s symphonic 

& staged reveals, screenings, lectures 

Channel INTERVIEW: “GET OUT 

OF  YOUR  COMFORT  ZONE” 

featuring Ekizian with program host 

Vartan  Abdo  and  Columbia  and 

Seton Hall Professors D’Acierno 

and  Yacoubi  of  Philosophy  and 

Muslim Studies discussing “Gorky’s 

Dream  Garden”  as  a  vision  of 

humanity  (fall  2019). 

https://youtu.be/m_CJYodM7es 

3. ART BASEL ON-LINE to view 

works  of  Arshile  Gorky,  Jack 

Whitten and more. Art Fairs - 

Hauser  &  Wirth:  https://vip-

hauserwirth.com/art-

fairs/arshile-gorky/ 

& Sneak Peeks are in planning. To find 

out more, contact the Dream Team: 

mekizian@optonline.net  (914)  698-

2996 

 

LINKS: HEAR/SEE/FEEL SOME 

RECENT DREAM GARDENING 

1.  UNLISTED YOUTUBE VIDEO: 

https://youtu.be/iiV0oQ8pcRY This 5

-minute feature trailer of “Love Songs 

Showscape” derives from an intimate, 

exclusive developmental chamber 

concert reading to “Gorky’s Dream 

Garden” presented at the Newark 

Museum of Art in fall 2019. 

2. Seton Hall University’s Parev TV 

https://vip-hauserwirth.com/art-fairs/arshile-gorky/
https://vip-hauserwirth.com/art-fairs/arshile-gorky/
https://vip-hauserwirth.com/art-fairs/arshile-gorky/
mailto:mekizian@optonline.net
https://youtu.be/iiV0oQ8pcRY
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Poetry presented by Mrs. Zarmine Boghosian 

Armenian Interests 

  Մեր Գրական Աշխարհի Ծաղկաստանէն 
♥ ♥ ♥  Through the Orchards of Armenian 

Language & Poetry ♥ ♥ ♥ 7/3-4/20 
Presented by:  Zarminé Boghosian 

Ա  Բ  Գ 

Յուլիս Չորսը- 4th of July-Միացեալ Նահանգ-ներու 

Անկախութեան Տօնն է, որ այս տարի Շաբաթ 

օրուան կը հանդիպի: Այդ օրուան 

խանդավառութիւնը ընտանեկան հաւա-քոյթներու, 

խորոված ուտելու առիթ կը ստեղծէ եւ կը 

շարունակուի երկինքը ծիա-ծանի գոյներով 

լուսաւորող հրախաղերով:    

       Յարգանք՝ բոլոր անոնց յիշատակին որ երկրին 

անկախութիւնը ապահոված են արիւն հեղելով, 

ամենաթանկ ձեւով իրենց իսկ կեանքը 

զոհաբերելով: Յուլիս 4-ը մեծ շուքով կը նշուի 

ծննդավայր համարոող Ռոտ Այլընտի Պրիսթոլ 

քաղաքին մէջ ուր աւանդականօրէն կը 

շարունակուի ամէն Յուլիս 4-ին: 1785-ին 

առաջնորդութեամբը պատերազմին ծառայած 

վեթերան հոգեւո-րական Հէնրի Ուայթ կը սկսի 

տօնախմբու-թիւնը եւ անընդմէջ կը շարունակուի 

40 տարի: Այժմ քաղաքէ քաղաք կը տարբերին 

տօնախմբութիւնները տողանցքներու շարանով։ 

Ա  Բ  Գ 

ԱՊԱՒԻՆԵՆՔ  ՄԵ՛Զ 

                        Գէորգ Քրիստինեան 

Նստենք ու սգա՞նք, մտորենք անվերջ, 

Ո՞վ է մեղաւոր՝ աշխարհի կա՞րգը, 

ԹԷ՞ մեր անխոհեմ վարքն ու բարքերը,- 

Ողբերգութեան բիրտ շարանը անմիտ 

Ուղեկցում է մեզ դարեր շարունակ, 

Ոճիր ու նախճիր, կատակլիզմներ 

Ուղեկցում են մեզ բոլոր դարերում, 

Աւերում են մեր տունն ու օճախը 

Եւ կոտտանքի ենթարկում ամբողջ 

Մեր ցեղը, ազգը, մեր մանուկներին, 

Մեր մամիկներին, մայրերին սգուոր, 

Ո՞վ է մեղաւոր, ուրի՞շը, օտար, 

Ցեղե՞րը վայրի, հարեւաննե՞րը,  

Ուրիշն ուրիշ է, օտարը՝ օտար,  

Կարող են լինել նրանք ե՛ւ բարի, Ե՛ւ չար, ե՛ւ խենէշ, 

անսիրտ ու անգութ, 

Ինչո՞ւ ենք նրանց մենք ապաւինում 

Կամ մեղադրում, մեզանից վանում 

Մեղքի ու ցաւի կրակները բորբ, 

Նստենք ու խորհենք,  

                          փնտռենք, մտորենք, 

Մեր հոգու խորքը պեղենք անընդհատ․- 

Եղե՞լ ենք խոհեմ, եղե՞լ ենք սթափ, 

Ըմբռնե՞լ ենք այս աշխարհի կարգը։ 

Ուրիշն ուրիշ է, օտարը՝ օտար, 

Մե՛նք պիտի փրկենք մեր տունն ու տեղը 

Եւ ապաւինենք միա՛յն մեր ուժին։ 

                             Ա  Բ  Գ 

ՍՏՈՐՋՐԵԱՅ  ՆԱՄԱԿ 

                                Նիզար Ղապպանի  

Թարգմ․՝  Էլիզա Մխիթարեանի 

 

Եթէ դու ուղղակի իմ ընկերն ես, 

օգնիր հեռանալ քեզնից, 

եթէ սիրուհիս ես՝ օգնիր բուժուել։ 

       Ես չէի սկսի ոչինչ, եթէ իմանայի,  

                  որ աւարտը նոյն սկիզբն է, 

որ սէրն այսքան վտանգաւոր է, 

որ այսքան խորն է նաւարկածս ծովը։  

Կարօտում եմ քեզ։ 

Սովորեցրու ինձ չկարօտել։ 

Ասա՝ ինչպէ՞ս արմատախիլ անեմ           

                զգացմունքներս, ի՞նչ անեմ, 

որ արցունքները մեռնեն աչքերիս մէջ 

ու ինքնասպան լինի սէրը․․․ 

Եթե դու մարգարէ ես 

վերացրու այս կախարդանքը։ 

Քո սէրը հաւատուրաց է, 

եւ ուրեմն փրկիր ինձ, մաքրիր 

անԱստուածութիւնից։ 

Եթե այդքան զորեղ ես, 

հանիր ինձ այս չարիքից։ 

Աչքերիդ կապոյտ ալիքներն ուզում են 

ինձ տանել դէպի խորքերն ովկիանոսի, 

իսկ ես լողալ չգիտեմ եւ նաւակ էլ չունեմ, 

ես ընդամէնը սիրահարուել եմ առաջին անգամ 

այնտեղ, որտեղ կապոյտից բացի  

                                   ուրիշ ոչինչ չկայ ․․․ 

Ես սիրում եմ քեզ իմ ողջ էութեամբ, 

Եւ  հիմա շնչում եմ ջրի տակ, 

եթէ թանկ եմ քեզ համար՝ բռնիր ձեռքս,              

խեղդւում եմ  ․ ․ ․ 

          խեղդւում եմ․․․ Ա  Բ  Գ        
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Hovnanian School Re-Entry Plan 2020-2021 
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WELCOME TO PAREV-TV  

Armenian Interests 

We invite you to watch videos produced by PAREV-TV which cover current Armenian life. 

These videos are unique and serve to inform and educate the Armenian public. You may find 

our entire collection of videos archived at www.ArmenianRadioNJ.net  

Go to our Parev-TV channel on YouTube to watch all our videos 

Armenian Church Unity interview  

with Michael Haratunian  

Remembering Prof. Agop Hacikyan an interview  

with his son Patrick Hacikyan   

Interview with Arpi Shotigian Esq. Israeli Armenian  

Present Day Armenian Life in Israel interview  

with Dikran Torossian  

Sogoman Tehlerian's Trial Documentary 

http://www.armenianradionj.net
https://www.youtube.com/user/VartanAbdo/videos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SjuLWKW7QZw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SjuLWKW7QZw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NwJpGFRWDZM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NwJpGFRWDZM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=McBMBn21NTo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y04DdS5jLTY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y04DdS5jLTY
http://voiceofarmenians.com/programs/tehlirian-on-trial-armenia-s-avenger-assassination-documentary
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SjuLWKW7QZw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NwJpGFRWDZM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=McBMBn21NTo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y04DdS5jLTY
http://voiceofarmenians.com/programs/tehlirian-on-trial-armenia-s-avenger-assassination-documentary
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servants and slaves. 

 

In 1914 there were close to 2 million 

Armenians in Turkey. In 1923 at the 

foundation of the Republic of Turkey 

there were approximately 300,000 

Armenians in Turkey, 130,000in 

Istanbul and 170,000 in Anatolia. At 

present the Armenian community is 

the largest non-Muslim community 

with a population of about 50,000.  

 

 The Young Man in the Grey 

Suit (2013) 

 My Ethnic Quest (2012) 

 The Lamppost Diary (2009) 

 A Summer Without Dawn (2000) 

 The Battle of the Prophets (1981) 
Tomas (1970) 
 

MY ETHNIC QUEST deals with 

Turkey’s treatment of its ethnic 

minorities: The infamous Wealth Tax of 

1942 - whereby the Turkish government 

bankrupt its minorities with unrealistic 

taxes. The rioting, pogroms and 

bloodshed of September 6-7 1955, the 

plundering of shops, burning of 

churches. 

 

In My Ethnic Quest Hagop Hacikyan 

gives ample example of the 

governmental policies aimed at 

Turkifying (purifying)- the nation at all 

cost. A quote from Justice Minister 

Mahmoot Essat Bozkurt, “It is my firm 

opinion and let friend and foe hear it, 

that the lords of this country are the 

Turks. Those who are not real Turks (Oz 

Turk) have only one right in the Turkish 

fatherland and that is the right to be 

Question: After fifty years abroad do 

you still feel Turkish? 

Hacikyan: “I love Istanbul, my 

birthplace, but I don’t feel Turkish 

and never did." 

Agop Hacikyan passed away five 

years ago. He was a Canadian 

university Professor of Literary 

Studies, historian, academic and 

writer.He was born in Istanbul, 

Turkey in 1931. He is the author of 

over 30 books on literature and 

linguistics, and eight novels, 

including A Summer Without Dawn, 

an international bestseller. He is 

known as the co-author of one of the 

most comprehensive anthologies of 

Armenian literature, The Heritage of 

Armenian Literature: From the 

Eighteenth Century to Modern Times  

 

Hacikyan was born in Istanbul to 

Armenian parents. After completing 

the first year of his engineering 

degree, Hacikyan left Turkey to study 

literature. He received his PhD in 

Montreal and has lived in 

Quebec  since 1957. 

 

His novels include: 

Remembering Agop Jack Hacikyan  

(25 November 1931 – 3 July 2015) 

Continued on next page 
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Hrant Dink 

by Agop J. Hacikyan 

January 2007 

When they gunned down Hrant Dink, 

they killed the most courageous and 

influential journalist of the Armenian-

Turkish press - a beloved husband, 

precious father, brilliant thinker, and 

a heroic individual who made his voice 

heard, condemning the injustices of 

the past and present taking place in 

Turkey. 

Hrant Dink was the only Turkish-

Armenian journalist who has been 

courageous enough to comment 

rationally and objectively on the mass 

killings of ethnic Armenians by the 

Ottoman army which began in the 

1890s and culminated in 1915 - events 

that a number of foreign nations have 

officially recognized, and which the 

majority of reputable historians accept 

as genocide, but which the Turkish 

government still denies and calls 

‘casualties of war’.  

It is deplorable that the Turkish 

Government maintains its aggressive 

policy of denial in the face of all 

evidence and against the tide of 

international opinion. It is doubly 

deplorable that the US administration 

remains totally mute, instead of 

speaking with moral clarity about the 

Armenian genocide or, at least, 

making a vigorous protest against 

Hrant Dink’s prosecution. The state 

department continues to block the US 

Congressional Armenian Genocide 

Resolutions and last year recalled the 

louder throughout the world. PEN, 

the international association of 

writers, Amnesty International, and 

many other groups and individuals 

will go on with their relentless 

combat against the enemies of 

human rights and freedom of speech. 

Neither Article 301, nor teenage or 

adult bullets, nor attempts to block 

resolutions will be able to stop the 

promotion of justice to pollute 

history with lies. Hrant Dink’s death 

is a universal loss and a huge 

deprivation for his family with no 

possible consolation. As his beloved 

daughter asked loud and clear before 

her father’s slain body, “Now that 

you’ve killed my father, is your blood 

purified?” Indeed - have the haters 

achieved catharsis?  

Hrant Dink’s fortitude in confronting 

the facts of the Armenian genocide, 

and his noble mission to bring 

impartiality to the Armenian 

Passion have now become exemplary 

pages in the history of the defense 

for human rights and freedom of 

speech.  

US Ambassador to Armenian, John 

Evans, for speaking the truth about 

this crime when he publicly 

acknowledged the genocide and broke 

with the government’s 

position.  Needless to say, politics, 

foreign policy, and inter-governmental 

relationships weigh heavier than the 

truth and moral integrity.  

Elif Shafak, the 

Turkish novelist 

who was also 

prosecuted, like 

Dink, for 

‘insulting 

Turkishness’, 

observed in 

the Washington 

Post that 

‘Turkey today is 

experiencing a 

cultural clash. 

On one side are 

those who want an open and 

democratic society . . . and support 

Turkey’s bid to join the European 

Union; on the other side are those who 

speak the language of fear . . . [and] 

turn the country into an insular, 

xenophobic state.’ Those who speak the 

language of fear are fewer in number 

but capable of maneuvering the 

political agenda and smearing the 

country’s reputation before the 

international community.  

It is more than regrettable that as long 

as the government of Turkey cannot 

come to terms with its historic past and 

multi-ethnic heritage, tragic events 

such as Hrant Dink’s assassination 

along with unjust prosecutions with 

continue to devastate the country and 

shock the international community.  

The bullets of a seventeen-year-old 

Turkish teenager, Ogun Samast, 

stopped Hrant Dink’s voice, but other 

voices will continue to speak out even 
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March 2018 till early January of this 

year. They  were sentenced for the 

crime of planning the attacks and for 

promoting the ideologies of a 

terrorist organization. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Four Jordanians,  supporters of Isis, 

planned an attack on an Armenian 

Apostolic Church in Ashrafieh In 

Amman but the Jordanian Intelligence 

were able to foil the attack on the 

Church and a liquor store early this 

year. 

The four had been planning the attack 

for several years. The group was 

apprehended  separately starting from 

Armenian Interests 

AN ARMENIAN CHURCH IN AMMAN , JORDAN, 

WAS PREVENTED FROM AN ATTACK 

Who is Jeanne Barseghian? She is the 

great granddaughter of Sarkis 

Barseghian 

one of the first intellectuals arrested 

on April 24, 1915, a day which became 

known as Garmir Guiragui ( Red 

Sunday). Her great grandmother 

International institutions. Her 

mandate was Climate Change and 

Inequality . The newspapers were 

raving about her “ meteoric rise “  

In 2009 Jeanne sought her Armenian 

roots. She developed with Armenia 

several projects in eco-tourism, 

waste processing management, and 

social /cultural associations one of 

which in Strasbourg she named 

Sevak after the poet Baruyr Sevak. 

She worked for this association while 

studying the Armenian language and 

culture. 

With a legacy from her great 

grandparents it appears Jeanne 

Barseghian’s political career is 

bright and promising.  

Berdjouhi Partizpanian-Barseghian 

was elected as Member of Parliament 

in the First Republic of Armenia .  

Jeanne is 39 years old and was born in 

a suburb of Paris. Her father, a 

lawyer , is of Armenian origin and her 

mother, a jurist, is from Normandy, 

France. Jeanne is a lawyer 

specializing in Franco/German law and 

has a Masters degree in European and  

International law. She also studied 

Environmental Law in Strasbourg.  

Jeanne Barseghian was elected on 

June 29 to be the mayor of Strasbourg 

with a population of half a million. It is 

the seat of the European Parliament 

and other important European and 

JEANNE BARSEGHIAN ELECTED AS MAYOR OF 

STRASBOURG, FRANCE 

Armenian Radio Hour of NJ 

Sundays 2:00 - 4:00 P.M. 

WSOU 89.5 F.M.Sundays 2:00-4:00PM 
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The Tower of Babel TV : Facing 

the Genocide 

Two Turkish scholars are advocating 

recognition of the Armenian 

Genocide by the Republic of Turkey 

  

https://m.youtube.com/watch?

v=mjf29OC9FRQ 

Armenian Interests 

The Tower of Babel TV : Facing the Genocide  

(with English subtitles) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

special tribute to the New York 

City’s  COVID-19 Heroes. The fund-

raising activity in New York City 

will mark the 5th anniversary dreary 

of the initiative. 

Co-Founders of AURORA, Noubar 

Afeyan , Vartan Gregorian, Ruben 

Vardanyan have announced 

that a  GRATITUDE IN ACTION 

gathering to celebrate humanitarians 

who  risked their lives to save others 

will take place in New York City 

on Monday, October 19, 

2020. Also  Aurora Prize  Laureates of 

2016 - 2020 will be honored with a 

AURORA Gratitude in Action in New York Oct. 19, 2020  

YEREVAN, JULY 3, ARMENPRESS. 

The SU-30 SM multirole fighter 

aircrafts of the Armed Forces of 

Armenia conducted the 1st training 

with combat missiles, ARMENPRESS 

reports Prime Minister of Armenia 

Nikol Pashinyan wrote on his 

Facebook page, posting a footage of the 

training. 

‘’Yesterday our SU-30 SM jets carried 

out first training with combat missiles, 

testing air-to-surface missiles for 

attack operations. All targets were hit 

with high accuracy’’, Pashinyan wrote. 

Armenia received the 1st batch of the 

SU-30 SM jets in December 2019. 

Armenia’s SU-30 SM jets conducts  

1st training with combat missiles 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=mjf29OC9FRQ
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=mjf29OC9FRQ
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the five boroughs into a number of 

smaller displays over a couple of 

nights this week to reduce crowds 

and encourage social distancing. The 

mini displays are building up to a 

televised finale featuring the Empire 

State Building on the Fourth. 

Macy’s US:M described the 

reimagined show as a “series of high 

elevation unannounced displays from 

select locations across every 

borough” in a press release on 

Tuesday. The organizers are not 

revealing exactly where these five-

minute mini fireworks shows will be, 

nor which nights they will be on, in 

an effort to prevent crowds of 

spectators from forming ahead of 

time to get a front-row seat.  

The annual Macy’s 4th of July 

Fireworks show will go on despite the 

coronavirus pandemic this year — and 

the mounting complaints against 

amateur fireworks displays in several 

major cities.  

Rather than the roughly 25-minute 

star-spangled spectacle in a single 

location that viewers have come to 

expect on Independence Day, this 

year’s show is being scattered across 

Armenian Interests 

Macy’s launches ‘unannounced’ July 4th fireworks 

this week — but who’s behind the surprise 

fireworks boom across the country? 

Starting July 11  charter flights by 

Icelandic Airways will be made 

available 

from Los Angeles to Yerevan on their 

Boeing 767 aircraft with both economy 

and business classes. The flight will 

last 15 hours with one-hour stop in 

Reykjavik for refuelling. 

Online application can be made by 

interested parties by completing a 

form at lax2evn.com.  

Within 48 hours travel agencies will 

contact them to arrange purchasing 

of  tickets.  

Armenian citizens and non Armenian 

citizens with family in Armenia can 

purchase tickets through travel 

agencies. Levon Travel is the 

representative in the U.S.   

Current economy fare is $1,350 and 

business class is $2,350. 

L.A. - YEREVAN  CHARTER FLIGHTS  
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doctors say is needed for many 

COVID-19 patients. Testing at 

Mount Sinai Hospital in New York 

has so far proven the project a 

success. “We have the potential to 

save human lives, people that we 

might know, our neighbors, our 

families, and that intensity, it’s 

amazing. It’s amazing,” says 

Michelle Easter, a mechatronics 

engineer on the Project Vital team. 

Sarah Hovsepian has designed 

everything from small satellites at 

NASA, to building projects at Frank 

Gehry's office, to entire fabrication 

labs from the ground up. Her passion 

is to help individuals and 

organizations develop and apply 

innovative strategies to create a 

better world. She believes that 

empathy is the greatest starting 

point for innovation.  

Researchers at NASA’s Jet Propulsion 

Laboratory have joined the fight 

against the coronavirus in a unique 

way. A team from the space agency 

used their technical skills to develop a 

ventilator specifically for COVID-19 

patients. 

For scientists who specialize in 

spacecraft, designing an Earth-bound 

medical machine might be one of their 

most unusual creations yet. “This was 

a complete departure, we’re not a 

medical device company,” says Sarah 

Hovsepian, who’s part of the team 

behind Project Vital. The group of 

NASA-JPL employees designed, built, 

and tested a new type of ventilator 

from scratch in just 37 days. It was an 

incredible feat for a socially-distanced 

staff. A small group worked on the 

prototype in person while the rest 

relied on video conferencing. 

Combining the technical know-how of 

more than 100 people remotely was one 

of the most challenging parts of the job. 

“And we were creating this new path 

for a new way of working, a new way of 

doing things and it was incredible how 

much we were able to accomplish in a 

short period of time,” Hovsepian says. 

The prototype is only made of about 80 

parts and was designed to deliver more 

oxygen at higher pressure, something 

Armenian Interests 

Sarah Hovsepian Researcher at NASA  

Anouch Toranian has been elected 

head of the 15th arrondissement of 

Paris. Anouch Toranian is the 

supporter and a close friend of Paris 

Mayor Anne Hidalgo, who was the 

head of 15th arrondissement of Paris 

before becoming Mayor. 

 

Toranian was born in France in 1991. 

Anouch Toraninan elected head of 15th 

arrondissement of Paris 
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AGBU 

55 East 59th Street 

New York, NY 10022 

212-319-6383 

Email: agbuny@agbu.org 

www.agbu.org 

 

Diocese of the Armenian Church  

630 Second Avenue 

New York, NY 10016  

212-686-0710 

 

Prelacy of the Armenian Church  

138 East 39th Street, 

New York, NY 10016  

212-689-7810 

 

Saint Illuminator Armenian Cathedral 

221 East 27th. Street, 

New York, NY 10016 

212-689-5880 

 

Armenian Presbyterian Church  

140 Forest Avenue, 

Paramus, NJ 07652   

201-265-8585 

 

St. Leon Armenian Church  

12-61 Saddle River Rd 

Fair Lawn, NJ 07410    

201-791-2862 

 

Sts Vartanantz Armenian Church  

461 Bergen Boulevard 

Ridgefield, NJ 07657   

201-943-2950 

 

St Stepanos Armenian Apostolic Church    

1184 Ocean Avenue 

Elberon, New Jersey  07740 

Phone 732-229-3661   Fax  732-229-3857 

 

Holy Cross Armenian Church  

318 27th Street, 

Union City, NJ 07087   

201-864-2480 

 

Hovnanian School 

817 River Road 

New Milford, NJ 07646 

201-967-5940  

www.hovnanianschools.org  

 

Sacred Heart Armenian Catholic Church 

155 Long Hill Road 

Little Falls, NJ 07424 

Tel: 973-890-0447 

 

St. Thomas Armenian Church  

Route 9W-E Clinton  Avenue 

Tenafly, NJ 07670 

201-567-5446 

 

St. Mary Armenian Church  

200 W. Mt. Pleasant Avenue 

Livingston, NJ 07039   

973-533-9794 

 

St. Sarkis Armenian Apostolic Church 

38-65  234 Street 

Douglaston, NY  11363 

718-224-2275 

 

Ararat Youth and Conference Center 

6944 S.R. 32 

Greenville, NY 12083 

212-686-0710, x120 

www.araratcener.org 

 

St. Nersess Armenian Seminary 

486 Bedford Road 

Armonk, NY 10504 

914-273-0200 

info@stnersess.edu  www.stnersess.edu 

 

Armenian Network of America-NY Region  

P.O. Box 205  

Bible School Park, NY 13737  

(617) 688-2741  

newyorkregion@armnet.org   www.armnet.org 

 

Armenian Church of the Holy Martyrs 

209-15 Horace Harding Expressway 

Bayside, New York 11364 

718-225-0235 

www.holy-martyrs.org 

 

Armenian Evangelical Church of New York 

152 E 34th St. 

New York, NY 10016 

Tel: (212) 685-3177 

 

St. Vartan Armenian Cathedral 

630 2nd Ave 

New York, NY 10016  

(212) 686-0710  

 

St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church 

1131 North Street 

White Plains, NY 10605 

Tel. (914) 428-2595 

 

Tekayan Cultural Association-Greater NY 

560 Sylvan Avenue 

Englewood Cliffs, NJ 07632 

Email: tekeyannjny@gmail.com 

DIRECTORY 
The following are addresses where Armenian gatherings are frequently held  

This is NOT a list of Armenian organizations or churches 

We will be glad to list additional addresses 

tel:%28212%29%20686-0710
http://www.araratcener.org/
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To be included in our Calendar of Events,  

please provide us with your non-profit organization’s event, date and 

location along with a contact name and telephone number 

 

Please  e-mail your submissions to:  

 

Talin Kupelian - TalinKupelian@gmail.com 

 

or 

 

Vartan Abdo - VartanAbdo@optonline.net 

 

We reserve the right to accept or reject submissions  

not in accordance with our service 

 

We also reserve the right to edit and modify all copies submitted 

 

***Armenian Interests & Armenian Radio Policy*** 
 

Due to the heavy volume of flyers/announcements we receive weekly, our policy is: 
 

 Flyers will be posted NO EARLIER than 3 months prior to event date 

 Announcements on the radio program will be made NO EARLIER than 3 months 

prior to event date 

 Prior to the 3 month limit, your event will be listed in the “Save the Date” section 

of our events page with a link to your website/email for 6 months (9 months total) 

 The only exception to this policy are cruises and travel (we will post those in our 

“Save the Date” section up to 12 months in advance, with flyers posted 6 months 

prior to departure & announcements made 6 months prior to departure) 
 

The Armenian Radio and Armenian Interests newsletter mission is to promote 

Armenian cultural/educational/social functions run by non-profit organizations 

Armenian Interests 

mailto:talinkupelian@gmail.com
mailto:vartanabdo@optonline.net
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Armenian Interests 

     UPCOMING EVENTS 

 July 14-August 4, 2020 - Online Seminar on ‘Names, Monuments, And Racism’ for High Schoolers with Prof. 

Khatchig Mouradian  organized by St. Leon Armenian Church 

 

We hope to bring you more community 

announcements in the very near future!  
 

In the meantime... 
 

STAY HOME 
 

STAY SAFE 
 

STAY HEALTHY 

HELP US  

Forward this newsletter  

to your friends… 

Help us enlarge the circle  

of our readers… 
 

To subscribe go to: 

www.ArmenianRadioNJ.net 
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Math Center 
One-on-One Tutoring 

 

Middle School  

High School  

College and beyond 
 

973-763-4447 
 

We Offer Solutions 

Advertise your business in our newsletter 

OR 
Sponsor an issue in honor of a friend or in memory of a loved one 

 

Help us DEFRAY the cost of publishing this newsletter! 
 

For more information contact:  

VartanAbdo@optonline.net OR TalinKupelian@gmail.com 

THANK YOU!! 

mailto:vartanabdo@optonline.net
mailto:talinkupelian@gmail.com
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Armenian Interests 

Armenian Interests  

Editorial Board 

Vartan Abdo 

Director  

 

Talin Kupelian 

Managing Editor 

Design & Layout 

Rafi Krikorian 

Email Distribution 

Website Manager 

Armenian Interests e-newsletter serves all Armenian non-

profit organizations and churches. We gladly post all flyers 

and press releases submitted by officers of the organization. 

Information makes us all a better and healthier community. 
 

We request that the information be sent to us two weeks in 

advance, so that we can serve the community better.  

(Please read our policy in the Calendar of Events section) 
 

Please email all submissions to: 

TalinKupelian@gmail.com 
 

Thank you! 

This newsletter was prepared with the highest attention to accuracy and detail 

We apologize for any unintentional omission or accidental misprint  

 

We thank all our readers for their continuous support and contribution to Armenian Interests  

 

 

Interested in receiving a copy of  

ARMENIAN INTERESTS? 

Simply go to  

www.Armenianradionj.net  

and click the  

subscribe button 

We are on  

Facebook, Twitter & iHeart 

We are wherever you are 

Armenian Radio Hour NJ 

Listen to the 

Armenian Radio Hour NJ 

Every Sunday on 

WSOU 89.5FM 

2:00-4:00PM 

mailto:talinkupelian@gmail.com
http://www.armenianradionj.net
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Talin Babayan Katya Kupelian 

Guest Volunteer Guest Volunteer Guest Volunteer 

Talin Babayan Katya Kupelian 

Guest Volunteer Guest Volunteer Guest Volunteer 

OUR DEDICATED 

VOLUNTEERS 

OF ARHNJ 

RADIO 

NEWSLETTER 

PAREV-TV 


