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Issue #629

Constitutional Court Changes
1| w had appointed them.

The chairman and
judges dismissed this
claim saying

& . Pashinyands

gain control of the
Constitutional Court.
WSS n . Feb 2020 the
The power of the government asked the
Constitutional  court in chairman and 6 judges to
e Armenia is to ensure the resign which they refused.
application of the However due to COVID -19
Constitution. But according the government had to delay
t o My Step P athifrmattey.a n 0 s
paty 06 the Constitution of
2015 was distorted due to In May Pashinyan decided
the malfunctioning of the for a different approach

judicial Branch leading to a
lack of public trust and
legitimacy which has to be
restored in sync with the
the  Velvet
Revol
Armenians  consider
judicial reform as top
priority. They have
absolutely no faith in the
Constitutional Court or its
judges.

the

Since he became Prime

Mi ni ster

Government has been
trying to make judicial
changes in the
Constitutional Court. But
they have been facing

opposition
chairman and the majority
of the judges due to their
strong ties with the
previous governments who

Pas

which was to bar all high
court judges from serving
more than 12 years which
would mean 7 of the 9 judges
would have to resign. This
amendment actually was
made by the previous
government in April 2018
however they had added
a 6Grandf ather
ensure that those judges who
were installed before April
2018 were not affected and
where allowed to keep their
positions a n @il their
retirement.

Pashinyan had to eliminate

t his
on June 22nd the Armenian

f r o mPatlidgment @pproved &haese

constitutional changes,
despite strong opposition.
This meant three judges who
were in the Court since the

Cl ause 6]

6Grandfath

199006s had to
chairman had to relinquish

his position but could
remain as a judge because
he was appointed in March
201 i s to

Before passing the bill the

government  asked  the
European Commission for
Democracy also known as
the Venice Commission for
their advisory opinion in

this matter. The Venice
Commission largely
approved the proposed plan
except they asked for

0A
would allow for a gradual
change in order to avoid
abrupt or immediate change
thus endangering the
independence of the
institutiono.
not to replace the court
chairman by another
chairman.

t o
The National Assembly
quickly passed the
amendments without the
transitional period. The vote
was 89 to 53. The Venice
Commission regretted this
decision and said that under
the Armenian law the Court
bas toCeviaw and validste
any constitutional change
before they are passed in
the final stage.

Continued on next page
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Continued from previous page

The pro government majority decided judges eligible for government pensions (BHK) condemned the amendments
not to follow such a judgement. The and the other was to create a new legal of June 22 as unconstitutional and
Mi ni ster of Just i ce procedure for the appointments of new : also said bypassing the Court was
are dealing with a conflict of interest judges to the Constitutional Court. The illegal. BHK Tsarukian:
here and we have to solve this nomination is to be agreed by the they will challenge the amendment
contradiAtMBnof P a s Government, the President of Armenia before it came into effect. But the
My Step party said and a grouping of t hetheC ooppdditiony Oparty,) UBHghte S .
strengthen the constitutional justice This June 30 amendments were not Armenia, will not join Tsarukian
department in Armenia which would signed by the President. In case the which will deprive them of the 1
allow it to carry out democratic President fails to sign within 21 days missing signature they
refor ms. 0 under Armenian constitution the need .Tsarukian has so far 26 of the
Speaker of the National Assembly shall 27 signatures needed. According to
The President of Armenia signed the sign and promulgate the law. Tsarukian the Court will decide in
June 22 package. But on June 30 more the next two weeks.
legal amendments were approved by Two of the opposition parties, including
the Parliament; one was to make the Tsaruki ands Prosperous Ar meni a
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Can you name the Armenian author who
wrote the novel described below?
(Send your response to:  Vartanabdo@optonline.net)

A novel concerning half a dozen young Nannet, Manon, Nino and Nana
Armenian boys, mainly from charmed one Armenian boy this way

Constantinople, stranded in Paris and lead the other in another
where they slowly and insidiously direction. Some married. Others kept

retreat from their Armenianism and mistresses. Armenian gils with
become assimilated. These young boys unseeded wombs waited and wilted.
removed from their birthplaces, torn Fewer and fewer letters were sent to
from family ties, deprived of any hope their parents back home. Their
of the future, and stewn on the mothers back home continued crying.

sidewalks of Paris, stuck together until

their mustaches began to sprout.
Passing years separated them.
Predatory Parisian females - called

THANK YOU

To all our supporters of

Armenian Radio Hour of NJ
Armenian Interests E -Newsletter
Parev -TV
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Remembering Agop J. Hacikyan On The 5th
Anniversary Of His Passing - Interview With His
Son, Patrick Hacikyan In Montreal

Remembering Agop J. Hacikyan on the fifth anniversary

PaevTv  of his passing July 3, 2015 To Modern Times. Agop Haci kwrg difficult and many Armenian
son, Patrick, said that this was the best families were affected financially.
contribution to Armenian Literature.
It is now in University circuits. Patrick mentioned about

last unpublished manuscript, a labor
Born in Istanbul in 1931  to Armenian of love, which was finished before

el - LRl Porcnis. he left Turkey in 1957 and  his passing. The tile is The
received his PhD in Montreal where he Acci dent Maker sbé whi ch
Agop Hacikyan was a Canadian  resided until his passing on July 3 , one day will be published.
university Emeritus  Professor of 2015.
literary studies, He also told a moving story about
Patrick Hacikyan, remembers his dad Hortensias. His father watched the
historian, academic and writer. Heis asbeing 6 tal |l , i nt eld eddatenlwaitindg forghe Hdtensias to
the author of 30 books in literature precise model t o f o lblbomw Pabick, tRinking i He ewag r y
and linguistics and eight novels inclinations 0 O0Pas sidgingatgeodothing, cut the dried
including A Summer Without Dawn , stalks from previous years.
an international bestseller. © A big influence- i Appaentyeyowstoalg noticut these
daily evoking works ofthe past o0 because they bloom earlier. His
He is known as the co - author of one of fathersaid 6 This is terribl
the most comprehensive anthologies of Living in Turkey i n the 1950®antbpansnow | was waiting for
Armenian literature, The Heritage of turbulent time for minorities including the flowers to bloom," and he passed
Armenian  Literature  From The Haci kyanés fami |l y. . awayTihe kexty day. hFard Patrick
Eighteenth Century imposed a wealth tax which made life Hortensias will always be the symbol

of his fatherds passing

Please send any information related to
Armenian Interests
e-newsletter to:

TalinKupelian@gmail.com

Armenian Radio Hour of NJ
Sundays 2:00 - 4:00 P.M.
WSOU 89.5 F.M.Sundays 2:00 -4:00PM
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PAREV -TV Interview With Arpi Shotigian, Esq.
Some Highlights On Israeli Armenians

PAREWVW-T W
AUMNS T E-T-—<1 1

Vartan Abdo, Director )
PAREV-TV

Arpi Shotigian, Esq.

From Jaffa, Israel
Born , raised and educated in Tel
Aviv/ Jaffa ,Israel , Arpi Shotigian is a
lawyer and also a singer. She speaks

is higher. After the fall of the Soviet
Union about 10,000 Armenians  of
mixed marriages arrived to Israel and
integrated with the local Armenians,
visiting churches and being active in
the Armenian society.

Young Armenians living in Israel
speak Armenian mixed with Hebrew
and some Arabic, whereas the youth
living in East Jerusalem and the West

In the last 5 -6 years Israeli airlines
have started to fly to Yerevan and
this has led to many Armenians
visiting  frequently their ancestral
home. This has led to cultural
exchanges and subsequently
development of strong patriotism

within  the Armenian youth of
Jerusalem.
Armenians are still immigrating

fluent English, Hebrew, Armenian and Bank speak Armenian blend with mainly to North America which
Arabic. In her interview this week Arabic. There are no Armenian schools means t he smal | comn
with Parev -TV she highlighted the nowadays in Israel. But in East numbers in Israel are declining even
situation of Armenians living in Israel. Jerusalem within the walls of the more and the future is not so bright.
convent there is the Tarkmanchatz Arpi Shotigian encourages
Present number of Armenians is very which is very good Armenian school. Armenians from all over to come and
small town in comparison to before the visit and even stay to
1948 war when there were large The young Armenians are not protect the Armenian heritage.
communities in Jaffa and Haifa. There encouraged to join the Israeli Defence
are now about 250 families in each Army (IDF) Arpi ended the interview with atwo-
city. However, In East Jerusalem in yet very few young men have enlisted. line rendition of Delle Yaman.
the Armenian compound the number
An Interview With Michael Haratunian - Armenian
Community Leader and An Avid Supporter of Church Unity
Farah s independence he was optimistic that Due to the serious economic and
the Churches will unite especially political  problems in  Lebanon
when Karekin |  of the See of Cilicia Antelias should be supported and
was elected to become the first helped but the See of Cilicia should
) Catholicos of Etchmiazin in the new not come to the U.S. 0
- — Republic. After the Cold War ended it deat h t o t he Church ir
iy skl S bivaadhaiedlll  didn't make sense to have two separate  According to him the united
churches in the Diaspora. Churches should be under the
Mr Haratunian spoke for one hour jurisdiction of Etchmiazin. The
with a passion and earnest desire for While it is difficult to convince the future of Armenia is not in the
bringing the two Armenian churches older generation about Church unity, Middle East but in Armenia.
under one jurisdiction.
Mr Haratunian believes that the young Eternal optimist, Mr  Haratunian is
I n t he bhed v@sGmart of a  generation both with goodwill and convinced that the Church Unity can
committee which was created with the honest dialogues can bring about happen
encouragement of both Prelacy and Church unity. He emphasized not to
Diocese assemblies to bring about look back but to with the bishops6é openi

Church unity but unfortunately it
failed due to political forces on both
sides.

In 1991 when Armenia gained

look forward and he believes that the

young church leaders, the young clergy
and young generation can pick up the
ball and start the dialogues.

other and forming a new leadership
in this matter.
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Racial Injustice and Responsibility
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On Tuesday, June 23, St. Leon
Armenian Church of Fair Lawn, NJ,
hosted a virtual forum, Racial
Injustice and Responsibility with a live
audience from more than 460
households The event, which has since
been viewed by an additional 600
households at https://
bit.ly/2ZMMUaAX , examined the legacy
of racial violence and inequality, and
the responsibility of non -perpetrators
in sustaining regimes of racism.

The event was jointly sponsored by
AGBU Ararat, Armenian Bar
Association, Armenian Network of
America fi Greater NY, Daughters of
Vartan -Sahaganoush Otyag, Justice
Armenia, Knights of  Vartan -
Bakradouny Lodge, National
Association for Armenian Studies and
Research (NAASR)/Calouste
Gulbenkian Foundation Lecture Series
on Contemporary Armenian Topics, St.
Leon ACYOA Seniors, and Zohrab
Information Center.

As poignantly recognized by Marc
Mamigonian at the start of the forum,
the support given by the sponsoring
organizations reflects a recognition
that collectively and as individuals
Armenian Americans do not exist
separate from the larger issues of
American life and that racial injustice
and responsibility i the theme and
title of t h efi neay benas n
large as an issue that exists in
America because it lies at the root of
so many other problems.

"
|

et

A iR —
— N
\

= Kohar Avakian‘

The discussion was moderated by
Henry Theriault (President of the

International Association of Genocide
Scholars) and Marc Mamigonian
(Director of Academic Affairs for the

National Association for Armenian

Studies and Research). Panelists
included Dr. Jermaine McCalpin

(Chair of African and African American

Studies at New Jersey City
University), Dr. Michael Rothberg

(1939 Society Samuel Goetz Chair in
Holocaust Studies at UCLA), and
Kohar Avakian (Ph.D. student in

American Studies at Yale).

Diocesan Primate Bishop Daniel
Findikyan opened the forum with a
prayer for peace and asked God to
oListen to the cry
every corner of this fragile earth,

from our human family torn by
violent conf i
offered brief opening remarks
endorsing the intent of the forum.

ct, o

ORacism is an issu
not be talking about only in these
recent weeks of un
Obut itds somet hin
at the core of every sermon of ours
as clergy; it should be part of our
regul ar discour se
the Armenian Church, because we
have been the
and because our creed, our faith,
holds that racism in any form,
differentiation among the creatures
of God, is completely incompatible
with the very core of what we
believe. o

=

é

Prior to handing over the program to

the panelists for an intellectual and

ethical journey, Dr. Theriault noted

that, just like when confronting

deniers of the Armenian, Assyrian

and Greek genocides, t
purpose was not to debate whether
there has been and continues to be
mass systemic oppression of Black
and brown people in this country. He
pointed out that
to see what is going on today and
what has gone on for so long are
making a choice. This is not a choice
we want to debate. 6

0Thos

In further comparison to his and Dr.

Mc Cal pi nds advocacy fo
Genocide recognition and
reparations, Dr. Theriault shared
that ohistory does
and that harms of the past f unless
rectified by symbolic and material
actionii not only continue to have
destructive impact on victims but
actually increase in destructive
power over time.o
recognition that a history of violence
does not excuse
from taking responsibility in the
fight against racism in the United
States. o0ln reality, o6 N
no neutral place on racial injustice in

the United States; it is time to pick

toluat siideeg from

not

He ¢

today?o

Prof. Rothberg elaborated on the
BHermehod his Bvekn The limplicated
Subject: _Beyond __ Victims _ and
Perpetrators, arguing that the
categories of victim, perpetrator, and
bystariidr va@ &nly 0 Wiled an
i ncompl et e account
ecénhection 10 €injustie$s gast and

of

piederdt.t In Subte Uahdd strlcgural
ways, he suggested, the
consequences of injustice filter

thPoBghduti aGsatibty@ dnd time; ieven
those that may feel no personal or

vi ct i ngmupdnbolvément hsSanpergetrator

can still be implicated in a prevailing
system of inequity.

Continued on next page

6
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Racial Injustice and Responsibility
Continued from previous page

0Act s of
0Oespecially acts of
also gender violence, gun violence,
effects of climate change, exploitation
of workers, colonial violence fi all these
forms of violencefi are only possible
because a large group of implicated
subjects stands behind a much smaller
group of direct perpetrators or agents

of violence; so what | mean by
implicated subject are those of us who

injustice

Armenian Interests

She brought to light the differentiated
experience of Armenians, other Asians, b wtates and the genocide of Ottoman
Bl acks and Worcest eragneniand. iHe poouses ersIsvels of
indigenous Nipmuc population of which culpability and responsibility in
she is a descendant. To grasp the  maintaining and disestablishing (not

Black enslavement in the United

nuanced dynamics of systematic reforming) our countr
racism, the emerging scholar advised architecture while noti
viewers to consult the works of silence gives continued consent to
academic titans including Angela police brutality and ré
Davis, Tony Morison, Alice Walker, He ended with a quote from author
Ruth  Wilson  Gilmore, Kimberle and activist Angel a D

enable, perpetuate, inherit and benefit Krenshaw, and Saidiya Hartman. Her racist society, it is not enough to be

from both historical and contemporary plea to viewers was to look at non-racist, you mustbeanti -r aci st . 0
injustice without directly perpetrating questions of Armenian identity in

those injustices. 6 new ways and from novel On the heels of the panel discussion,
Theriaults sentiments, he related this perspectives, i ncl udSt nLgon t Ammeeniad bChuch dhasr

both to the broader contemporary contexts of settler colonialism, organized an online seminar for high
American scene and the experience of sl avery, and Asi an esxcthlowdi omstudents title
Ar meni ans and Jews Monuments, and Racism: A Global
inherited legacies of victimization, Prof . Mc Cal pinds tapPlkr sdpreecw i @ @6.hi s Prof.
suffering, violence volumnous research on the Armenian Mouradian will lead the 4 -week
recogni zing t hat ¢ Genocide and the transatlantic trade in course, which  explores  how

implicated subjects; we are responsible
for the kind of violence and racism
that are affecting

Kohar Avakian dwho is an Armenian,
Black and Nipmuc scholar i offered
insights from her ongoing doctoral
study of racial formation in the
Armenian diaspora, detailing legal
constructs and court decisions that
facilitated racial and socio -economic
inclusion for some while perpetuating
barriers for others in Worcester, MA.

Africans. He examined the evolution of

systems of oppression, from
g enslavement to mass incarceration,

inflicted upon the Black community.

rethinking the words we employ, and
the monuments we erect in public
spaces constitute important steps on
the path to confronting racism and

0Bl ack pain in not injosfice.yThefcoutse vBIl exaimine
people, 6 he said. 0l tasesstudied froth the &nitdd [Satesp a i n
of everyone who | oV emmeniay S t Tutkey,0 jGordny, a s
0the cause for justi cepandnO rNarhidia®€ addr ragoan. a n

Genocide is not just the responsibility Classes will be held via Zoom on
of the Armenian peoplTeesddys btarthg Jug ria ¥t 7iom t o
issues of denial, recognition, justice, p.m. Eastern Time. To register on
reparations, and reconciliation Zoom, go to https:/bit.ly/3g1nVKI
established explicit links between

Every thinking Armenian is like a radio

station in the middle of the storm sending
messages to distant places and receiving
no reply. A horrible silence surrounds him.

Gostan Zarian
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O Names |,
Hi gh

Prof. Khatchig Mouradian will offer an

online seminar in July for high
schoolers on ONames,
Raci sm. ¢

In the wake of Geor g

there has been increased scrutiny of
names and statues that perpetuate
racism and white supremacy.

Over the past weeks, sports teams,
records labels, major food brands, and
institutions have been pressed to
change names with racist
connotations. At the same time,
protesters have toppled or called for
the removal of confederate statues and
monuments dedicated to slave -owners
across the U.S. Similar dynamics are
playing out in Belgium, the UK, and
other countries around the world.

Organized by St. Leon Armenian

Church, the 4 -week multi -media
seminar will explore how rethinking
the words we employ, and the

Monument s, and

e Floydés murder,

monuments we erect in public spaces

constitute important steps on the path
to confronting racism and injustice.
The course will focus on case studies
from the United States, alongside

examples from Armenia, Turkey,
Germany, Lebanon, Namibia, and
Japan.

Classes will be held via Zoom on

Tuesdays, Starting July 14, at 7:00
p.m. Eastern Time (US and Canada).

Tuition for 4 sessions (75 -minute
classes) is a $50 donation to St. Leon
Armenian Church.

High schoolers, including 2020
graduates, can register on Zoom:
https://bit.ly/3g1nVKI

For questions, call Ara N. Araz at 917

837-1297 or email ara@edrcorp.net.

Khatchig Mouradian is a lecturer in
Middle Eastern, South Asian, and
African  Studies at Columbia
University, where he also heads the
Armenian studies program. His
book, The Resistance Network: The
Armenian Genocide and
Humanitarianism in Ottoman Syria,
1915-1918 is forthcoming in 2020.

M
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